Let Freedom Ring
This is a phrase that is often associated with what has come to be known as the Liberty Bell.  
It was in 1751 that the colonial government of the state of Pennsylvania commissioned the making of a large bell to be hung in what would later be known as Independence Hall.  Sometime the following year, the bell was delivered, but the metal was too brittle.  As a result, the bell cracked the first time it was tested, and it had to be recast twice. 
The final version was made of 70 percent copper, 25 percent tin and small amounts of lead, zinc, arsenic, gold and silver.  It literally weighed a ton; it was 2080 pounds and measured 12’ in circumference around the lip and 3’ from the lip to the crown.
On July 4, 1776 a very important document was signed by the Second Continental Congress, and 4 days later, on July 8, the bell was rung to proclaim the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. 
No one knows when or why that bell came to have its famous crack.  Different accounts of the time vary from 1824 to sometime around 1840.  Whenever it happened, several attempts were made to repair the bell, but the attempts were unsuccessful.  It was then in 1846 that the decision was made to cease ringing the bell lest there be any further damage.

In 1976 (the bicentennial of the Declaration of Independence), the bell was moved to a pavilion near Independence Hall, and then in 2003 it was relocated to Liberty Bell Center in Independence National Historic Park, where millions of visitors view its famous crack every year.
I want you to note what was inscribed on the bell.  

First, the statement, "By Order of the Assembly of the Province of Pensylvania for the State House in Philada." Note the unusual way of abbreviating Philadelphia.

You also see the names of 2 foundry workers named Pass and Stow who were given the original cracked bell to be melted down and recast. Then you see the date 1753 written in Roman numerals: MDCCLIII
Perhaps the most prominent thing inscribed on the bell was a Bible verse from Leviticus 25:10: "Proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof." 

This Old Testament verse refers to the "Jubilee" which proclaimed freedom for all slaves every 50 years.  This inscription on the bell may have been to commemorate the 50th anniversary of a charter which granted religious liberties and the right of self-government to the people of Pennsylvania. 
The Liberty Bell is obviously quite valuable - NOT because of any inherent value it might have as a bell - but because it had once been rung following the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
It is now PRICELESS because it had ONCE been used to declare the good news of freedom. 
· Turn to Acts 6...

Throughout New Testament, we find many stories of people who have become rather well-known because they were once used by God to declare the good news of freedom. They have become AS priceless to us as the Liberty Bell has become to our country.  
People like Peter, James, John, and Paul: they are examples to us of those who were called by God to boldly proclaim the gospel.
One such person was a man named Philip.  
· Not the Philip who was one of the original 12 apostles
· Not the Philip who was the son of Herod the Great
· This Philip is mentioned only 3 places in the Bible. 
· Acts 6:1-5  So much going on that some who were needy were being overlooked…
Nothing more is said about him until we come to Acts ch 8…
Not too long after Philip was called to be a servant, 8:1 tells us, “A great persecution arose against the church in Jerusalem.”  Many Christians fled for their lives to other cities and regions.  But notice v4…

Philip went north about 35 miles to the region of Samaria, and there he began to share his faith with the people there. 
· Acts 8:12
Most churches today expect / require a preacher to have a Bible College education, or to have gone to a school of preaching, at least some degree of learning and training on how to do the work of a minister and evangelist.
But as far as we know, Philip had NO such education or training… And yet we see him declaring the good news and leading many people to Christ.

· Acts 8:26-35 (which brings us to; another example of Philip sharing the gospel)
Again, this is an example of God using someone to declare the good news of freedom/gospel.  But there’s something I want you to notice (this is really the main point of our lesson today).
· This Ethiopian eunuch was a very important man.  

· We sometimes read this and get stuck on the fact that this man was said to be a eunuch.

· The fact is, however, this man may or may not have been an actual physical eunuch.

· The term eunuch was also commonly used to refer to an important palace official irrespective of their physical condition.
· Point being: this man was a high official from the court of the queen of Ethiopia.

So here’s what I would like you to notice.  This guy from Ethiopia was a very important man who would be going back home where he would likely be THE ONE who would be responsible for introducing Christianity to that part of the world.
Now, considering how important this is, you might think that God at least would have sent someone like Peter, or John or Andrew, or one of the other apostles to speak with the Ethiopian treasurer.  
But instead God entrusted this critical mission to a simple man like Philip, a man we read about in only a few places… 
· Now look over at ch9…

Here we see another example of God using a relatively unknown man to do a very important job.

Beginning in v1, we see a man named Saul persecuting the church; he is confronted by Jesus and told in v6…
If you’ve read your Bible much, you know that this man Saul is soon to become Paul the apostle, the man who would write nearly ½ of our NT Scriptures, and there’s no telling how many people he would ultimately bring to Christ.

This is the man who will be hugely responsible for the furtherance of Christianity!

But who does God send to this man to show him what he is to do?

· Does God send a delegation from an important church in the area?

· Does He send one of the brothers of Jesus - like Jude or James?

· Does God send some of the apostles?

· Noooo – He sends somebody named Ananias. 
· Acts 9:10-15
Paul is going to be a very important man.  But what all do we know about Ananias?  This is it.  This is the only thing in Scripture about this man.  We don’t know if he was a leader in his local congregation, whether he’d ever been given any special responsibilities before.  

Paul is going to become perhaps the most powerful leader in the early church, and God uses an otherwise unknown man named Ananias to do a tremendously important task.  You would think God would send His very best most-experienced man for the job, but instead He sends what some have called just a 2nd string player.

Let me illustrate it this way:  Suppose our RH softball team was playing in a very important championship game.  It’s the bottom of the last inning, and we’re down by 3 runs with 2 outs.  Fortunately, the bases are loaded, and Josh Pate is up to bat.  All he has to do is hit a home run and we win!
But wait.  Somebody has the bright idea to take Josh out and let Bob take his place.  Bob is sitting over in the stands watching the game.  He probably understands the basics of how the game is played.  Surely he knows which end of the bat to hold.  Let’s put all our hopes in Bob!

Ananias and Philip BOTH were seemingly regular people used by God to do a most significant and critical job. 

So why did God choose to do it that way?  Why use regular folks instead of the 1st string professionals?

I believe God did it that way for the same reason He keeps doing the same thing today.

As it says in 1 Corinthians 2:5, “So that your faith should not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.”

God wants ALL Christians to share their faith (back then and now today).  This special privilege (of talking to other people about Jesus) is NOT the exclusive domain of the professional or only special Christians.  
Bringing people to Christ is what ALL believers are to be doing.
If part of God’s plan for Rose Hill and the work we’re doing here in this community was for Bob to hit a home run in that softball game, then I promise you I could do it.  Not because of any great power or ability I might have, but because of the power that comes from God!  
In fact, if it was indeed God’s will and plan, anybody could have stood there at the plate and hit a home run.  

And if it’s God’s will that ALL of us be used to proclaim the good news, then He will give us the ability and the power to do so.  And I truly believe that is indeed God’s will for all of us!
So let me make a practical application of this.  

What do we need to do to make sure we can be used by God to declare the good news of freedom in Christ?

3 Things:
1st - Be Eager
Be eager and anxious and excited to be telling people about Jesus.

Have you ever called someone, or knocked on someone’s door, and hoped that no one would answer?

You CANNOT win people to Christ if they can’t see a genuine excitement for Jesus in your life.  And excited so much that, like Peter and John in Acts ch4, just can’t stop telling people about the good news that you’ve seen and heard.
Philip wasn’t a well-known and extra-important man in the church, but he obviously was eager to talk about Jesus to anyone who would listen.
Back in ch8:v29-30, we’re told that the Spirit told Philip, “Go up and join that chariot.”  So what did Philip do?  He RAN to that chariot!

Philip was eager and excited for the opportunity to tell this man about Jesus.  He desired it so much that he ran to the Ethiopian’s chariot.  He didn’t want to miss the opportunity to share his faith.  

Philip realized that sharing his faith with others was very important to God - and that there was virtually NOTHING else in the world that was nearly as significant.
Our excitement for Jesus should be a little like the excitement of a little boy I read about.  He and his mom and dad had just moved from their farmhouse out in the country into a new house in town.  Early the next morning, that little boy, just 4 years old, ran into his parent’s bedroom to wake them up.  
The mom woke up just enough to tell him to go play outside and to quit bothering them so they could sleep.  
About 20 minutes later, that little boy came running back into the house all excited saying: “Mommy, Daddy.  Everybody on our street has a doorbell, and they all work.” 
That’s the kind of excitement we need in our faith. We need to be eager to find opportunities to proclaim the good news.
2nd - Be Prepared
When Philip witnessed to the ethiopian Eunuch in that chariot, he knew exactly what the prophecy meant that the man was reading.  Philip knew about what the prophet Isaiah had written because he had READ what the prophet Isaiah had written.  And obviously he had read it enough to understand that it was referring to the coming of the Messiah, the Son of God who had given his life not long before then in Jerusalem.

Philip also knew enough about the gospel to instruct this man what he needed to do to have his sins washed away and forgiven and to become a child of God.  The Ethiopian eunuch was excited when he saw a pond by the side of the road, and he asked if he could be baptized into Christ right then.
1 Peter 3:15 says WE are to be ready always to tell people about the hope we have in Jesus. 
· Hebrews 5:11  (Jeremy referred to this passage in his lesson Wed night; the writer has been talking about Jesus, and how awesome it is that He came into this world on our behalf)

The write has much to say about Jesus, and his readers should have much to say about Jesus.  Except they’re not prepared enough to do so, and they’re not prepared enough because they haven’t spent enough time learning from God’s word.

· Hebrews 5:12-14  

If we’re going to be eager to tell people the good news, then we need to be prepared to tell the good news.  No one expects you to be an elite Bible scholar, but you should be taking advantage of every opportunity to learn more about God’s word.

That’s why we have Bible classes so often every week.  That’s why we participate in the L2L program; not just for young people but adults also: 2 of those adult events are Know the Books and Read the Word.

Be eager + prepared to proclaim the good news of freedom in Jesus Christ.

3rd – Be Committed

1 Peter 3:15 says if you’re going to be ready, then you need first to “sanctify Christ as Lord in your heart...”
· Sanctify means set apart for service...  

· It means you’re letting the Lord have 1st place in everything

· It means you have your priorities right

· It means you’re truly committed to serving the Lord above all else

It means you’re eager to share the good news, you’re prepared to share the good news, and you are committed to sharing the good news more than anything else.

As mentioned before, when Philip was told of the opportunity to proclaim the good news, he didn’t say “I’m sorry, I’ve got something else to do right now.”  He didn’t make excuses about why he couldn’t go right then.  
He was always ready to be used by God.  He was committed to doing that more than doing anything else.

Psalms 100:3  “Know that the LORD is God. It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the SHEEP of His pasture.”
Sheep are known for producing 2 things: the first thing they produce is WOOL.  The second thing they produce is… other sheep!  Sheep produce sheep. That’s what sheep do.  We need to be producing other sheep.  More than anything else, we need to be committed to sharing the good news and bringing more people into the fold of Christ. 
So What About Us?  
What about YOU?  Could you be like Philip?  

· A regular person, but one always ready and willing to be used by God

· to proclaim the good news of freedom and salvation in Christ.

We are a church in transition, which means we are constantly needing more good people to step up and find ways to serve and be used by God.
Don’t be like Moses when he made excuse after excuse about why he thought he couldn’t stand up to Pharaoh to bring about freedom for God’s people.  Instead be like Moses when he finally figured out that he could do anything with God on his side.
Don’t be like the one who said, “I was afraid, and so I hid my talent and buried it in the ground.”  Instead be the one who confidently says, “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.”

We have a great message to share; it’s the best news of all.  We have so many opportunities to serve and make a difference. 

Decide today to be used by God to do the work He is calling you to do, and RING OUT THE MESSAGE He is calling you to PROCLAIM. [image: image1.png]
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