Adorn Yourself with Modesty
· Genesis 2:18-25 (begin with story of event that occurred shortly after creation recorded in ch1)

Adam and Eve found themselves created into a perfect and SINLESS world.  So they were like innocent babes.  There was no shame, no blushing, no reason to think anything of it or to feel there was anything wrong about it.

But, unfortunately, that would quickly change.

· The Lord had specifically commanded them not to eat of one particular tree in the garden

· He told them penalty for disobedience was death

· In ch3, Satan appears in the form of a serpent

· He told Eve that they should go ahead and eat the fruit of that tree, and that they would NOT die

· as you know Satan is a liar, and he started lying 

· they would indeed suffer the penalty of death because of their disobedience

Something else happened when they ate the fruit of that tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Bible says in 3:7, “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked.”

Just as soon as they sinned, their sinful nature caused them to realize that nakedness is a shame.  No matter how many people think it’s perfectly fine to run around ½ naked, ¾ naked, or all the way naked, 

God put something inside us so that normal people will know they ought to put some clothes on.  The rest of v7 says, “And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.”

Sense of decency and modesty and shame...

· Genesis 3:8-13 
Didn’t Adam and Eve just make them some fancy new clothes?  Apparently they put on enough clothes to feel somewhat comfortable with each other, but when God came calling, Adam knew he wasn’t dressed enough to be seen by anyone else.  

And certainly not to be in the presence of God.

And God apparently agreed.  Because in v21, the Bible says, “And the Lord God made coats/garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them.”

Vegetarian loin cloths were not enough to be modest.  God knew that, and even Adam knew that.  And so God took over and made His definition of modesty abundantly clear.

It might help for you to know that the word coats/garments is originally from the Hebrew word keth-o-neth, which literally means: “a tunic or long shirt-like garment.”  In other words, the garments God made for them were not just slightly larger loin cloths.  

So skimpy outfits were apparently okay as long as you’re not going to be seen by God…

For our lesson this morning I want to give you:
3 Reasons to Adorn Yourself with Modesty; I just gave you #1 

 1.  Because God wants you to be modest.

Scripture is filled with instructions from God…

· 1 Timothy 2:9-10  (share just one here; Bible class a few weeks ago; ran out of time + think this is issue important enough)
God does have a standard regarding how people should dress, and we need to comply.
2. Because of who you are and whose you are.

· Be turning out back to OT book of Exodus…

If you are a Christian, you belong to God, and that should make a difference in the way you choose to adorn/present yourself.
· Exodus 28:2-4  (garments for priesthood; God: “Here’s how I want my priests to dress.”)
The chapter goes on to describe the materials to be used, including gold and precious jewels and beautiful colors.  But then look at end of the chapter...

· Exodus 28:42-43
Notice the great care that God uses to make sure that His priests were always modest and decent in their apparel.  

As they came before God and the people, as they offered up the sacrifices of worship, as they served in all their various tasks, God wanted to make sure that they were never in any kind of situation or dressed in any such a way that would call undue attention to their appearance and take any attention away from their service to God.

To be a bit more blunt and obvious, God didn’t want His priests accidentally exposing themselves...  He didn’t want them trying to be a proper example of righteousness and holiness while at the same time dressed in such a way that led people to think of carnal worldly things instead of spiritual things.

Exodus 20:26   “And you shall not go up by steps to My altar, that your nakedness may not be exposed on it.”
They were priests of God! Nothing about their character/appearance/behavior should even suggest a hint of indecency.  God didn’t want anything to be seen that would distract from the purpose of their gathering to worship God.

And so God said that priests, His priests, should be extra careful to always maintain a proper sense of modesty.

So, as God sees it, if you’re going to be a priest for God, you have to make sure you are dressed modestly.  (long pause)
Can you see where I’m going with this?

· 1 Peter 2:5, 9  
Do you not realize how special you are and what a great responsibility you have as a priest of God?  Are you showing forth the praises of God?  

Last week I had jury duty, and I got to see some of Columbus’ finest people.  I saw this one person that was dressed nicely, had on a long summer-type dress, nice earrings, nails were done nice.  But in my opinion, if a guy is going to wear a dress, he really should shave his back hair!

People see you, and how you adorn yourself is important…

Because of who you are and whose you are.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20  “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own.  For you have been bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.”
· 1 Peter 1:15-16  

· 1 Peter 3:1-5
Paul and Peter make it clear: God expects us to dress and present ourselves in a proper and moderate way.  
And not just because He wants it that way, but because we are also His people.  We are His priests who represent Him everywhere we go and everything we do.

You are a treasured child of the most high God.  That is who you are.  That is your identity.  That is your value. 
1 John 3:1  “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called the children of God.”

You mean so much to Him.  And immodest, provocative, indecent clothing and behavior just reduces you to so much less than who God made you to be. Please, please don’t miss this: God doesn’t want you to demean yourself! He wants much more for you than that.
1 Corinthians 10:31b  “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”

3. Because how you dress affects others.
There are several places in the Bible that talk about SEX and how wonderful it is in its proper place, that being between a husband and wife in marriage.  
Unfortunately, we live in a society which has chosen to take sex out of the privacy of the married couple’s bedroom and put it in just about everything else we see and hear in this world.  It’s everywhere you look...

And, unfortunately, it has gradually made its way into the lives of even Christians.  Despite what the Bible says, and what God says, some folks—even Christians—are still going to dress inappropriately and in a manner contrary to what God deems as modest.

Some folks will do that perhaps because they really don’t think they’re doing anything wrong.  

· maybe they don’t think anyone notices how they’re dressed

· they don’t intend to be immodest

· and they don’t think anyone looks at them in inappropriate ways 

c  
On the other hand, some folks know exactly what they’re doing, and so they dress and act intentionally for the specific purpose of attracting the attention of the opposite sex.

They will deliberately forsake modesty, and instead they will dress and act quite unseemly and inappropriately because they want others to look and like what they see.

Either way, whether intentional or not, you need to know how difficult you make it on others when you dress in ways that God would call immodest. 

Temptation to lust is a constant battle for so many people.  

· Oh sure, there are always going to be those who are quite happy to check you out when you’re showing more than you should.

· But there are also going to be good and decent people who are trying so hard to be pure and holy as God desires.

· And then you come along, and you’re not dressed the way a godly person should dress

· And that one who is fighting to keep his/her eyes focused on the Lord and things above . . . is now losing that battle because you chose to dress in such a way that calls attention to YOU instead of to God.
· Matthew 18:6-7 (shows how God feels cause others to stumble)

If you are a Christian, what is the biggest goal in your life?  

To get others to Heaven by showing them the beauty of Christ?  

Or to get others to look at you by showing them some things they shouldn’t be seeing?

When people look at you and the way you choose to present yourself, are they thinking about Christ whose name you wear?  

Do they see a heart that belongs to God?

Or is it possible that someone might be unnecessarily tempted or led into sin by your appearance?
Can we still dress attractively?  Absolutely.  But should we dress provocatively?  No.  Not if we’re going to be the people that God has called us to be.
Throughout this summer on Wednesday nights, we are doing a series of lessons about One Another.  There are numerous passages in Scripture about how we are to be with One Another.
The issue of how you choose to dress and present yourself is very much a One Another issue.  
You can distract your brothers/sisters in Christ by letting something be seen in you that takes their attention AWAY from God and living for Him.  

Or you can HELP your brothers/sisters by letting the beauty of Jesus be seen in you.      What do people see in you?     [image: image1.png]
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