Hunger and Thirst for Righteousness
Skip ahead a few weeks in our One Word series + talk about righteousness.

The dictionary defines righteousness as “behavior that is morally justifiable or right.”  
If you are considered righteous, it means that you “live according to accepted standards of morality, justice, virtue, or uprightness.”  
The English word righteous goes back to an Old English root word rightwise, which means “in the straight (or right) way.”

Let me ask you:  When you think of righteousness and being righteous, who are you most likely to think of?”  GOD... is righteous.
Deuter 32:4  "[He is] the Rock! His work is perfect, For all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, Righteous and upright is He.”

Psalm 119:142  “Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, And Your law is truth.”

Psalm 145:17  “The LORD is righteous in all His ways and kind in all His deeds.”

Isaiah 5:16  ‘But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment, And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.”
Recently we’ve been talking about God’s grace/mercy/wrath.
God’s wrath is a product of His righteousness.  By definition, God being righteous means God is just.  In fact, in the original NT Greek language, the words for righteousness and justice come from the same root word.

God is righteous, and God is just; therefore He must punish sin.  He must deal harshly with anything that conflicts with His divine/perfect nature.

So because of God’s righteousness, the only way we can approach Him, indeed to have a relationship with Him, we too must be righteous.

But the Bible is very clear: perfect righteousness for us is not possible.  Romans 3:23  “For all have sinned...” Know that +even if not in Bible.

In my study guide, it says that RIGHTEOUSNESS is very much a divine attribute...  but it is also one that we as humans should strive to develop.

But is “striving to develop” good enough?  Is our striving towards righteousness equal to God’s righteousness?  How close?  Not even close.  God’s standard of righteousness is immeasurably higher than we can attain.  
On our own, no matter how hard we might try, we will always fall woefully short.  Being  very good or almost perfectly righteous still does not meet God’s standard of righteousness.
Well, we could quit there all depressed and go home.  But you’re here this morning because you know there is good news.

There is an amazing thing that has happened and continues to happen to us today.  God provided a way to make us righteous even when we’re really not.   Now this is no trick, no quick fix, no cheap imitation...
God makes people righteous.  He is able to count us as righteous even if we aren’t, even though we can’t actually be fully righteous in the way we live.

· Genesis 15:1-6  (heard of Abram/Abraham; 85; in ch12 when 75 promised great family with lots of descendants; still hasn’t happened so Abram is thinking maybe his servant will be heir)
Did Abraham literally become a perfectly righteous person?  No, but he did excel in one very special characteristic.  FAITH.  
No matter how absurd it might seem that old Abraham and his equally old wife were going to have a child, he believed what God told him.  

And God took that faith, and He reckoned/counted/credited it to Abraham as righteousness.  Technically, he wasn’t, but God said he was.
· Romans 4:3-5  (Paul quotes and elaborates on what it means)

Paul explains by using a business example. If you have a job but don’t work for 2 wks (sick/vacation), but the owner still pays anyway, that is a gift.  It is grace; it’s being treated better than you deserve on your own merit.

And this is the good news for us: 

What God did for Abraham, He can do for us today as well.

2 Corinthians 5:21  “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”

The gospel is called the gospel because gospel means good news...

We could never be good enough on our own...  On our own we could never arrive at a time and place in our lives where God could look down upon us and see true and perfect righteousness.  Not on our own.  
But the good news is: we’re not on our own, not if we’re wrapped up in Jesus Christ!
· Isaiah 61:10-11  (beautiful passage about what God can do in us)

God still has to see perfect righteousness in order for us to be joined to Him.  On our own, He doesn’t see it.  But if we’re wrapped up in Christ, then God sees Christ’s perfect righteousness completely surrounding us.
Speaking of wrapped up in Christ, let me remind you that baptism is when and where we get wrapped with Christ and thus in a saved condition with God, and His actual righteousness becomes the righteousness that God sees in you.  And if you haven’t done...

That’s point #1, that through Christ and IN Christ, God sees you as righteous even though you yourself are not actually perfectly righteous.  
Again, that’s why it’s called GRACE; you’re getting better than you deserve.

Be turning now to Ephesians ch4…

Point #2 is this:     God still wants you to actually be righteous, to live righteously,  to strive for righteousness in your life.  You don’t need to do so to GET saved; you do so because you ARE saved.
· Ephesians 4:22-24  (the scripture read earlier) 
You will never be truly righteous on your own, and never deserving of salvation by your own merit.  God gives you that gift. 
But after saving you, after wrapping you up in that robe of righteousness, He wants to help you to really become righteous. 

And the way He helps you do that is by putting His Holy Spirit in you.  
His Spirit then goes to work in your life to help you to actually become more and more righteous according to God’s will.
God wants you to be righteous.  Not just seen that way, but to actually live that way.  
That is the marvelous blessing He seeks to give us while we’re still living down here on earth.  
He wants us to actually BE righteous because His righteous way really is the best way for us to live.
Surely one of the greatest blessings of eternal life in Heaven is being in a place with no more sin and wickedness.  
Revelation 21:27 says “nothing unclean... shall ever come into it.” Life forever in Heaven will truly be blessed because we won’t be sinning, and there won’t be any sin anywhere around us!

The closest thing we can get to Heaven on earth is when we seek to get rid of sin in our lives while we’re here.  God’s way really is the best way, and He wants our lives to be greatly blessed right now!

So—through Christ—He counts us as righteous even though we’re not.

And then— through His Spirit—He sets out to help us grow in actual personal righteousness.

Here’s the one thing I want you to get out of this lesson today: God wants you to grow in righteousness.  But for that to happen, you’ve got to really want it too!
You see, the Spirit can do a lot…  He is God, powerful enough to make you act right all the time by overriding your will and imposing His will upon you whether you like it or not.  
But it doesn’t work that way; HE doesn’t work that way.  God loved you enough to give you freedom of your own will.  You get to decide.

Which means there’s only so much He can do, and it depends on your level of interest in growing in righteousness.  Your interest, inclination, desire (can you tell I used my thesaurus?), eagerness, passion, yearning, craving.

Or, as Jesus put it in Matthew 5:6  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled.”
So how hungry are you? The more I study about it, the more I think that is the KEY, or at least a very important part of being able to grow spiritually in righteousness. It is truly God’s desire for you. Is it YOUR desire for you?
Do you hunger and thirst after righteousness?  If you do, then you will be filled.  Fill your life with righteousness, and you really will be blessed!

Probably most of us have never really been hungry, and by hungry I mean starving!
When Jesus talked about being hungry, He wasn’t talking about what we in America normally mean by hungry.  
For us, we are hungry in the morning because we haven’t eaten since dinner the night before, or since that late night snack.
That kind of minimal hunger won’t drive you to surrender all for the sake of righteousness.  
Jesus was talking about the kind of hunger that is so extreme, way beyond our idea of being hungry, but truly ravenous, truly starving for a life of righteousness, wanting it so much that fulfilling that desire is more important than having any other thing you might ever crave.
Statistics say that 850m people will go to bed tonight truly hungry.
Genesis 21 tells about Sarah’s maid Hagar who had given birth to a boy named Ishmael, and how they left Abraham’s home and ended up getting lost and wandering in the wilderness of Beersheba.  
Consequently, they ran out of food and water, and were so hungry and thirsty that she finally put the baby boy under a bush and sat down waiting to die.  That’s real hunger!
Genesis 25 tells us about Jacob and Esau.  It’s funny how we always say Jacob and Esau instead of Esau and Jacob.  And it probably should be Esau and Jacob because Esau was the older brother, and that was no small thing.  
As the firstborn son, the birthright belonged to him, meaning that he would get the biggest inheritance.  
But one day he came home and was so hungry, so desperate for food, that he was willing to trade his birthright for a bowl of soup. It turned out to be a foolish decision, but that’s how hungry he was!

2 Kings 6 tells about a famine in Samaria that was so bad people were willing to pay an outrageous amount of money to get a donkey’s head just to have something to eat.  
And Matthew 4 tells us that Jesus once went without food for 40 days, and then He was indeed hungry.

How hungry are you for righteousness?  Are you so hungry that you would do whatever it takes to obtain it?  
Hungry people do.  Hungry people are so desperate for food that they will climb into dumpsters.  
To get what they need, they will humble themselves, dig down deep, tirelessly search for what they need, because what they need is so necessary and critical, it literally is a matter of life or death.
Is righteousness that important to you?  
Do you realize it really is a matter of life or death for you?  
A matter of life now and life forever.

We’ve probably all seen the pictures of malnourished children.  
Don’t worry; I’m considerate enough not to make you look at that right now.
I trust you get the idea.  
We need to pursue righteousness like starving people pursue food!  It has to be critically important!
So today you have to make a decision: which do you want more?  Sin?  Or righteousness?

When being with God, walking close to Him, and living for Him is as important to you as food is to a starving person, then you will have have what it takes to grow in righteousness.  
It can’t be just something that would be nice if wasn’t too much trouble.  
It has to be so essential to your life that you would                                 surrender all to obtain it.
In Hebrews 12:1, the writer said,  “Let us lay aside every weight, every encumbrance (everything that weighs us down), and lay aside all the sin that so easily besets/entangles us…”

Will you pursue a righteous life walking close to God?  
Will you seek to get rid of the sin in your life, the worldliness, the cares and pleasures…  anything that would come between you and God and the life He has planned for you?
Jesus said you will truly be filled, satisfied, have life to the fullest, blessed... 

Do you have a hunger and thirst for being ALL that God would have you to be?  

· Ephesians 4:17-24  (close by looking again at this passage)

There is a righteousness that God desires for you, and not just because it would please Him, but He also desires it because He knows how blessed your life would be if you fully live according to His will.

So He washed you clean, made you His own, and put His Spirit within you. 
The blessings of righteousness await.  
Will you surrender your will for God’s will?  Will you forsake all the sin and pleasures of this world?

Will you hunger and thirst after righteousness?  Will you surrender all and live the life God has planned for you?
If you will, your life will be truly filled (and fulfilling); you will be greatly blessed.[image: image1.png]
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